
The Book of Revelation



Pattern for the Letters

Ephesus – in danger of losing identity

Smyrna – faithful and loyal

Pergamum - compromise

Thyatira - compromise

Sardis - compromise

Philadelphia – faithful and loyal

Laodicea – in danger of losing identity





The Letter to Smyrna (2:8-11)



Roman Smyrna



Smyrna & the Imperial Cult
• Worship of the goddess 

Roma (as early as 195 BC)

• Neokoros in 26 AD; a 
temple to Tiberius

• Built a temple to 
Augustus in 33 AD

• Domitian required 
citizens to burn incense 
to him to show political 
loyalty



Smyrna & the Imperial Cult

Bronze coin minted at Smyrna during the reign of 
Caracalla (198-217 AD) with three temples (Tiberius, 
Roma, and Hadrian); proclaims the city 3x neokoros



Christians VS Jews in Smyrna
Opposition from the “synagogue of Satan” (2:9)

• “Reduced to financial straits ...Besides other taxes, that on the Jews 
was levied with the utmost rigor, and those were prosecuted who, 
without publicly acknowledging that faith, lived as Jews, as well as 
those who concealed their origin and did not pay the tribute levied 
upon their people.” (Suetonius, Domitian 12)

• “While he spoke these and many other like things, he was filled with 
confidence and joy, and his countenance was full of grace, so that ... 
the proconsul was astonished, and sent his herald to proclaim in the 
midst of the stadium thrice, ‘Polycarp has confessed that he is a 
Christian.’ This proclamation having been made by the herald, the 
whole multitude both of the heathen and Jews, who dwelt at 
Smyrna, cried out with uncontrollable fury, and in a loud voice, This 
is the teacher of Asia, the father of the Christians, and the 
overthrower of our gods, he who has been teaching many not to 
sacrifice, or to worship the gods.” (The Martyrdom of Polycarp)



Ensuing Danger at Smyrna
• Imprisonment – not used for long-term incarceration
• Coercive measure against recalcitrance

• Holding someone awaiting trial

• Holding someone condemned awaiting execution

• Polycarp, who knew the apostle John, was martyred 
as an elder at the church in Smyrna in 155 AD



Promised Reward for Smyrna
• “Crown of life” (stevfanoV)
• The acropolis of Mount Pagas resembled a crown



Promised Reward for Smyrna
• “Crown of life” (stevfanoV)
• Victors crowns & Imperial crowns

• Indicated glory, honor, status; awarded for victory or 
achievement; expression of joy and celebration; symbol of 
power; worn by gods or people associated with the gods



The Letter to Pergamos (2:12-17)



The Library at Pergamos

Rivaled Alexandria due to an academic arms race. 
Plutarch says they had 200,000 volumes.



Roman Pergamos (Upper City)



“Where Satan’s Throne Is” (2:13)

Inscription to “Almighty”, “Divine”, ”Lord 
of Earth and Sea” Emperor Trajan



“Where Satan’s Throne Is” (2:13)

Altar of Zeus Reproduction in the 
Pergamon Museum In Berlin



“Where Satan’s Throne Is” (2:13)

Asclepius Cult in Pergamos with serpent 
symbol ; an Asclepion at Pergamos



“Antipas My 
Faithful Martyr” 

(2:13)
According to 

tradition, 
appointed as 

an elder by the 
apostle John at 
Pergamos and 

roasted to 
death in a 

bronze bull for 
casting out 

demons during 
the reign of 

Nero.



The Problem at Pergamos

Compromise
• Compromise with 

Balaamites
• Num. 22; 25:2; Ps. 

106:28-29; 2 Pet. 2:15
• fornication, sacrifices to 

the dead; Roman 
Parentalia or Feralia

• Compromise with 
Nicolaitans

Coming Judgment
• Balaam was killed with 

the sword (Josh. 13:22)
• Rome had the ius gladii 

– the right of the sword
• Jesus has the sword of 

His Word (Heb. 4:12) 
which destroys 
opposing nations and 
people (Ezek. 21)



The Victory 
for Pergamos

• Hidden Manna

• White Stone

• A New Name Written 
on the Stone



The Overall Message


