
The Book of Revelation



Pattern for the Letters

Ephesus – in danger of losing identity

Smyrna – faithful and loyal

Pergamum - compromise

Thyatira - compromise

Sardis - compromise

Philadelphia – faithful and loyal

Laodicea – in danger of losing identity





The Letter to Philadelphia (3:7-13)
“Little Athens” is now Alah-Shehir (“City of God”)



Jesus As “The One Who Is True” (3:7b)
CONTRAST unstable Domitian:

“On the occasion of a great abundance of 
wine, accompanied by a scarcity of corn, 

supposing that the tillage of the ground was 
neglected for the sake of attending too much 
to the cultivation of vineyards, he published a 
proclamation forbidding the planting of any 
new vines in Italy, and ordering the vines in 

the provinces to be cut down, nowhere 
permitting more than one half of them to 

remain. But he did not persist in the 
execution of this project…Becoming by these 
means universally feared and odious, he was 
at last taken off by a conspiracy of his friends 

and favorite freedmen, in concert with his 
wife.” (Suetonius, Domitian 7, 14)



Jesus As David’s Heir (3:7b)
• Jesus identifies Himself in clear Messianic terms:  “He 

who is holy … true, ‘He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts …’” (3:7).
• Revelation always portrays Jesus as in control; retaining 

true authority. The kings of the earth bow before the 
King of kings.
• The “key of David” referred to Eliakim in an immediate 

sense (Isaiah 22:22), but the true power of David 
would be reconstituted and universally realized in 
“David’s Lord,” Jesus (cf. Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:29-36; 
15:15-17).



An “Open Door” 
(3:7b-8a)

• Cf. 1 Corinthians 16:9; 
Colossians 4:3; 2 
Corinthians 2:12; John 10:9; 
contrast 3:20
• “The city was founded 

primarily to spread the 
Greek civilization and 
culture eastward and was 
therefore from its beginning 
a ‘missionary’ center” 
(Hailey 148).
• Jesus is replacing man’s 

purpose for the city with 
the divine purpose of His 
people in the gospel



“You have not denied My name” (3:8b)
• “Those who denied they were, or had ever been, Christians, who 

repeated after me an invocation to the Gods, and offered 
adoration, with wine and frankincense, to your image, which I 
had ordered to be brought for that purpose, together with those 
of the Gods, and who finally cursed Christ; none of which acts, it 
is said, those who are really Christians can be forced into 
performing; these I thought it proper to discharge. Others who 
were named by that informer at first confessed themselves 
Christians, and then denied it; true, they had been of that 
persuasion but they had quit it, some three years, others many 
years, and a few as much as twenty-five years ago. They all 
worshipped your statue and the images of the gods, and cursed 
Christ.”  (Pliny’s Letter #96; cf. Matthew 10:32f)
• Loyalty to Christ is a development of Attalus’ loyalty to his 

brother King Eumenes



“the synagogue of Satan” (3:9)
• Compare: ”synagogue of Satan” (2:9), “where Satan dwells” 

(2:13), “the depths of Satan” (2:24)
• “Reduced to financial straits by the cost of his buildings and 

shows, as well as by the additions which he had made to the pay 
of the soldiers, he ...had difficulty in easing his burdens, he had 
no hesitation in resorting to every sort of robbery. The property 
of the living and the dead was seized everywhere on any charge 
brought by any accuser. It was enough to allege any action or 
word derogatory to the majesty of the prince. Estates of those in 
no way connected with him were confiscated, .... Besides other 
taxes, that on the Jews was levied with the utmost rigor, and 
those were prosecuted who without publicly acknowledging that 
faith yet lived as Jews, as well as those who concealed their 
origin and did not pay the tribute levied upon their people.”
(Suetonius, Domitian 12.2)
• Jews were exempt from worshipping the gods of Rome, so 

persecuted Christians associated themselves with synagogues 
but the Jews informed on them and excluded them. God’s 
people will be vindicated for this betrayal!



A “pillar” & a “new name” (3:10-13)
• Biblical backgrounds (2:17; cf. 1 Kings 7:21; Isaiah 62:1f; 

Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:4-10; etc.) 
• Historically significant – earthquakes in 17 and 23 AD.

• “In Philadelphia, the city near it, not even the walls are safe, but in a 
sense are shaken and caused to crack every day. And the inhabitants are 
continually attentive to the disturbances in the earth and plan all 
structures with a view to their occurrence…the city Philadelphia, ever 
subject to earthquakes. Incessantly the walls of the houses are cracked, 
different parts of the city being thus affected at different times. For this 
reason but few people live in the city, and most of them spend their lives 
as farmers in the country, since they have a fertile soil. Yet one may be 
surprised at the few, that they are so fond of the place when their 
dwellings are so insecure; and one might marvel still more at those who 
founded the city” (Strabo, Geographies 12.8.18; 13.4.10) 

• Philadelphia was twice given a “new name”. Renamed 
“Neocaesarea” in honor of Tiberius, and later “Flavia" in honor 
of Vespasian’s wife.
• Sealed by God like a tattoo (cf. Isaiah 49:16) – indicates 

permanence, ownership, dedication, association with the Lord



The Letter to Laodicea (3:14-22)
Laodice, The Poisonous Bride





The North Theater



The West Theater



“Beginning of God’s creation”? (3:14)

• This passage is NOT teaching that Jesus is created

• ajrch; is better translated “source” or “origin” here



“Neither Hot Nor Cold” (3:15-16)
• Is lukewarm in reference to zeal?
• God would rather have them be cold presents a paradox

• Laodicea’s water source?
• Had to have their water pumped in
• Colosse had cool springs and Hierapolis had hot springs



“Neither Hot Nor Cold” (3:15-16)
• Usefulness?

• Hot and cold water have specific valuable purposes, particularly in 
dining purposes (cf. 3:20)

• “… is thirst a thirst for hot drink or cold, or much or little, or in a 
word for a drink of any particular quality? or is it the fact that if 
thirst is accompanied by heat, the desire is for a cold drink, or if 
the thirst is accompanied by cold, then the desire is for a hot 
drink?” (Plato, Republic, 4.437)

• “Another complained that the drinking water at home was hot: 
‘Consequently,’ he [Socrates] said, ‘when you want hot water to 
wash in, you will have it at hand.’ ‘But it's too cold for washing,’ 
objected the other. ‘Then do your servants complain when they 
use it both for drinking and washing?’ ‘Oh no: indeed I have often 
felt surprised that they are content with it for both these 
purposes.’” (Xenophon, Memorabilia, 3:13)

• The church had ceased to be useful for Christ



Appearances Are Deceiving 
(3:17-18)

• Laodicea was a wealthy banking center
• Their opulence is expressed in having two theaters 

suitable for different times of day
• Laodicea rebuilt themselves after their earthquake, 

turning down Rome’s offer of financial assistance
• “The same year [AD 60] Laodicea, one of the most famous 

cities of Asia, having been prostrate by an earthquake, 
recovered herself by her own resources, and without any 
relief from us” (Tacitus, Annals, 14:27)

• They were spiritually poor (Luke 12:21; James 2:5; 
Matthew 6:20; 19:21)



Appearances Are Deceiving 
(3:17-18)

• Laodicea was renowned for their eye salve (i.e. Phrygian 
Powder) and the nearby hot mineral spring at Hierapolis was 
renowned for healing.
• They were spiritually blind (cf. Isaiah 42:19f; Matthew 23:26ff; 2 

Corinthians 4:4; 2 Peter 1:9; 1 John 2:11). This language was 
used by ancients to depict wealthy people who could not see 
their true condition in life.



Appearances Are Deceiving 
(3:17-18)

• Laodicea was renowned for their 
textile trade; possible that Jesus and 
Paul both had garments made from 
Laodicean materials/manufacturers.
• “the country around Laodicea 

produces sheep that are excellent, 
not only for the softness of their 
wool, in which they surpass even 
Milesian wool, but also for its raven-
black color, so that the Laodiceans 
derive splendid revenue from it” 
(Strabo, Geographies 12.8. 16)
• Jesus tells them to trade in their 

black garments for white ones (cf. 
Galatians 3:27). 



“Those Whom I Love” (3:20-22)
• Love and discipline (Hebrews 12:6ff)
• Jesus had been shut out of the 

church (3:20)
• How often God’s creation shuts Him 

out – how sad!
• God longs to be with us and to 

celebrate in fellowship the covenant 
enacted by His Son’s blood!
• We can sit with Jesus on the throne 

of God if we overcome and keep 
Him in our hearts and in our 
congregations!



The Overall Message


